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The Mandate to Pray

Chapter 1: The Purpose of This Book

[image: ]


The human spirit yearns for connection. In our deepest moments of joy, sorrow, confusion, and fear, we instinctively seek a higher power. This impulse to connect is the very essence of prayer. It is a universal language, a bridge between the finite and the infinite, the mortal and the divine. For the believer, prayer is more than an impulse; it is a privilege. It is a direct line of communication with the one true God, an open invitation to speak with and listen to the Creator of the universe.

Yet, for many of us, prayer is a source of frustration. We sit down to pray, and our minds wander. Our prayers feel repetitive, dry, or even ineffective. We wonder if God is truly listening, or if our words are just empty echoes in a silent room. We have been taught that prayer is powerful, but our experience often tells a different story. We may feel we are not praying correctly, or that our faith is not strong enough to move the hand of God. If you have ever felt this way, you are not alone. This book is for you.

The purpose of this book is not to provide a formula or a checklist for perfect prayer. Rather, it is to take you on a journey back to the source—to the pages of the Bible—where we can witness firsthand the power of sincere, heartfelt communication with God. By examining ten prayers directly from the Bible, we will discover the principles of prayer that transcend time and circumstance. We will see that the power of prayer is not found in our eloquence or our perfection, but in the honesty and faith of a human heart reaching out to a living God.
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Why These 10 Prayers?
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In the vast landscape of Scripture, countless moments of prayer are recorded, each one a window into the heart of a person in a relationship with God. The ten prayers in this book were chosen because they represent a full spectrum of human experience and spiritual need. They are not just stories from the past; they are models for our lives today.

	A Prayer of Intercession: We will begin with Moses, who, in a moment of selfless intercession, stood in the gap between a holy God and a rebellious people. His prayer will teach us about the responsibility and power of praying for others.

	A Prayer of Humble Service: We will study Solomon, who, in the midst of his greatest triumph, knelt and prayed a prayer for his people, teaching us that true power is found in humility and a vision that extends beyond ourselves.

	A Prayer for a Clean Heart: We will witness the raw, soul-baring honesty of David, whose prayer of repentance after a devastating sin shows us that God is not moved by our religious works but by our broken and contrite heart.

	A Prayer for God’s Glory: We will stand on Mount Carmel with Elijah as he offers a simple prayer that brings fire from heaven, demonstrating that God is a God who answers when we pray for His glory to be revealed.

	A Prayer from the Depths: We will descend into the darkness with Jonah, whose prayer from the belly of a great fish proves that there is no place too dark or desperate for God to hear our cry.

	The Model for All Prayer: We will learn from Jesus Himself as He teaches us how to pray in the Sermon on the Mount, giving us a template that covers every aspect of our lives, from worship to daily needs.

	The Great High Priest's Prayer: We will listen to the most intimate and holy prayer ever prayed, as Jesus intercedes for His disciples and for all future believers, including us, teaching us about the power of unity and sanctification.

	A Prayer for Spiritual Power: We will join the Apostle Paul in his prison cell, as he prays for the spiritual well-being of the believers, showing us that our greatest prayers should be for inner strength and a fuller comprehension of God’s limitless love.

	A Prayer for a Miracle: We will weep with Hannah in the temple, as her silent, desperate plea for a child becomes a testimony to a God who hears the prayers of the sincere and honors a vow of surrender.

	A Prayer of Humility: We will witness a simple but powerful parable from Jesus, where a tax collector’s humble cry for mercy is heard over the self-righteous boasts of a religious man, teaching us that justification is not earned but received.


These ten prayers are not just historical events; they are living testaments to the power of prayer. They are a treasure trove of lessons, an invitation to a deeper, more sincere relationship with God.
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A Personal Introduction to the Author
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Prayer has been the constant of my life, a compass in times of confusion and a refuge in times of storm. In my own walk with God, I have learned that the key to a vibrant prayer life is not in mastering a technique, but in developing an authentic relationship with the One to whom we pray. As a believer, I have found a powerful truth echoed throughout all of Scripture: the God of the Old Testament who answered Moses on the mountain and sent fire for Elijah is the same Jesus Christ who answers our prayers today.

This passion for prayer became a clear mandate in my life. In May of 2009, when I was elected to be the senior pastor of First Pentecostal Church of Wichita, I was given two clear mandates. The first was to grow the church, and the second was to make the people pray. Through this work, I have come to understand the two primary reasons people struggle with prayer. First, they don't know how—they feel intimidated or don't know where to begin. Second, and often more challenging, is the presence of carnality, a spiritual distraction that hinders their ability to connect with God. This book is my answer to both of those challenges. It is my hope that as you journey through these pages, you will find your own voice in prayer, strengthened by the examples of those who have gone before us. My desire is that you will discover that the God who answered the prayers of the saints in the Bible is the very same God who is waiting to hear and answer your prayers today.
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Our Responsibility: A Life of Prayer
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This journey through ten of the Bible's most powerful prayers is not merely for knowledge; it is a call to action. The lessons of Moses, David, Elijah, and all the others are meant to transform our own prayer lives. As New Testament believers, we have been given direct access to God through the finished work of Jesus Christ. We have the immense privilege of entering into the very presence of the Almighty, not in a physical temple, but through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Our responsibility is to embrace prayer not as a religious duty but as a vital part of our daily walk. It is our call to come before God with honesty and humility, to believe for the impossible, and to intercede for others with a heart for the kingdom. The power of prayer is real, and it is a gift waiting to be unlocked in your life. The pages that follow are a guide to help you find that key.
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Chapter 2: A Prayer Born on a Holy Mountain

Exodus 31:18, 32:7-14, 30-32
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The call came from above. “Come up to me on the mountain and be there, and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.”

Moses obeyed. He began to climb, leaving the bustling camp of Israel behind. With every step, the sounds of the camp faded—the bleating of sheep, the distant chatter of people, and the now-familiar rumble of their complaints. Soon, he could only hear the wind rushing past his ears. But as he climbed higher, the wind was replaced by a deeper sound, a steady, low hum that seemed to come from the very mountain itself. The air, once warm and familiar, grew thin and cool, carrying the scent of something pure and ancient, a hint of creation itself.

The journey was a slow separation from the world of flesh and fear. The mountain, a dark silhouette from below, now swelled with divine energy. The sky, once a familiar blue, became intense storm clouds, thick with the power of the divine. The ground beneath his feet was no longer just dirt and rock; it was a holy, sanctified place. The thunder was not just a sound; it was a visceral tremor that shook the rock beneath his feet. And the lightning was not a fleeting flash, but a constant, brilliant illumination, a cascade of holy fire that revealed the awesome presence of God.

And there, in the midst of this holy vortex, the voice of the Lord spoke, not in the rumble of thunder, but with a clarity that resonated directly in Moses’s spirit. The words were not just heard; they were felt. It was an interaction that transcended the physical senses, a conversation between the Creator and His chosen servant.
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