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The Mandate to Pray
Chapter 1: The Purpose of This Book

he human spirit yearns for connection. In our deepest moments of

joy, sorrow, confusion, and fear, we instinctively seek a higher pow-
er. This impulse to connect is the very essence of prayer. It is a universal
language, a bridge between the finite and the infinite, the mortal and the
divine. For the believer, prayer is more than an impulse; it is a privilege.
It is a direct line of communication with the one true God, an open invi-
tation to speak with and listen to the Creator of the universe.

Yet, for many of us, prayer is a source of frustration. We sit down to pray,
and our minds wander. Our prayers feel repetitive, dry, or even ineffec-
tive. We wonder if God is truly listening, or if our words are just empty
echoes in a silent room. We have been taught that prayer is powerful, but
our experience often tells a different story. We may feel we are not pray-
ing correctly, or that our faith is not strong enough to move the hand of
God. If you have ever felt this way, you are not alone. This book is for
you.

The purpose of this book is not to provide a formula or a checklist
for perfect prayer. Rather, it is to take you on a journey back to the
source—to the pages of the Bible—where we can witness firsthand the
power of sincere, heartfelt communication with God. By examining ten
prayers directly from the Bible, we will discover the principles of prayer
that transcend time and circumstance. We will see that the power of
prayer is not found in our eloquence or our perfection, but in the hon-
esty and faith of a human heart reaching out to a living God.



Why These 10 Prayers?

n the vast landscape of Scripture, countless moments of prayer are
I recorded, each one a window into the heart of a person in a relation-
ship with God. The ten prayers in this book were chosen because they
represent a full spectrum of human experience and spiritual need. They
are not just stories from the past; they are models for our lives today.

o A Prayer of Intercession: We will begin with Moses, who, in a
moment of selfless intercession, stood in the gap between a
holy God and a rebellious people. His prayer will teach us
about the responsibility and power of praying for others.

o A Prayer of Humble Service: We will study Solomon, who, in
the midst of his greatest triumph, knelt and prayed a prayer for
his people, teaching us that true power is found in humility
and a vision that extends beyond ourselves.

o A Prayer for a Clean Heart: We will witness the raw, soul-
baring honesty of David, whose prayer of repentance after a
devastating sin shows us that God is not moved by our
religious works but by our broken and contrite heart.

o A Prayer for God’s Glory: We will stand on Mount Carmel
with Elijah as he offers a simple prayer that brings fire from
heaven, demonstrating that God is a God who answers when
we pray for His glory to be revealed.

o A Prayer from the Depths: We will descend into the darkness
with Jonah, whose prayer from the belly of a great fish proves
that there is no place too dark or desperate for God to hear our
cry.

« The Model for All Prayer: We will learn from Jesus Himself as
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He teaches us how to pray in the Sermon on the Mount, giving
us a template that covers every aspect of our lives, from
worship to daily needs.

o The Great High Priest's Prayer: We will listen to the most
intimate and holy prayer ever prayed, as Jesus intercedes for
His disciples and for all future believers, including us, teaching
us about the power of unity and sanctification.

« A Prayer for Spiritual Power: We will join the Apostle Paul in
his prison cell, as he prays for the spiritual well-being of the
believers, showing us that our greatest prayers should be for
inner strength and a fuller comprehension of God’s limitless
love.

o A Prayer for a Miracle: We will weep with Hannah in the
temple, as her silent, desperate plea for a child becomes a
testimony to a God who hears the prayers of the sincere and
honors a vow of surrender.

o A Prayer of Humility: We will witness a simple but powerful
parable from Jesus, where a tax collector’s humble cry for
mercy is heard over the self-righteous boasts of a religious man,

teaching us that justification is not earned but received.

These ten prayers are not just historical events; they are living testaments
to the power of prayer. They are a treasure trove of lessons, an invitation
to a deeper, more sincere relationship with God.



A Personal Introduction to the Author

rayer has been the constant of my life, a compass in times of confu-
P sion and a refuge in times of storm. In my own walk with God, I
have learned that the key to a vibrant prayer life is not in mastering a
technique, but in developing an authentic relationship with the One to
whom we pray. As a believer, I have found a powerful truth echoed
throughout all of Scripture: the God of the Old Testament who an-
swered Moses on the mountain and sent fire for Elijah is the same Jesus
Christ who answers our prayers today.

This passion for prayer became a clear mandate in my life. In May of
2009, when I was elected to be the senior pastor of First Pentecostal
Church of Wichita, I was given two clear mandates. The first was to grow
the church, and the second was to make the people pray. Through this
work, I have come to understand the two primary reasons people strug-
gle with prayer. First, they don't know how—they feel intimidated or
don't know where to begin. Second, and often more challenging, is the
presence of carnality, a spiritual distraction that hinders their ability to
connect with God. This book is my answer to both of those challenges.
It is my hope that as you journey through these pages, you will find your
own voice in prayer, strengthened by the examples of those who have
gone before us. My desire is that you will discover that the God who an-
swered the prayers of the saints in the Bible is the very same God who is
waiting to hear and answer your prayers today.



Our Responsibility: A Life of Prayer

his journey through ten of the Bible's most powerful prayers is not
merely for knowledge; it is a call to action. The lessons of Moses,
David, Elijah, and all the others are meant to transform our own prayer
lives. As New Testament believers, we have been given direct access to
God through the finished work of Jesus Christ. We have the immense
privilege of entering into the very presence of the Almighty, not in a

physical temple, but through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Odur responsibility is to embrace prayer not as a religious duty but as a vi-
tal part of our daily walk. It is our call to come before God with honesty
and humility, to believe for the impossible, and to intercede for others
with a heart for the kingdom. The power of prayer is real, and it is a gift
waiting to be unlocked in your life. The pages that follow are a guide to

help you find that key.



Chapter 2: A Prayer Born on a Holy
Mountain

Exodus 31:18, 32:7-14, 30-32

he call came from above. “Come up to me on the mountain and be
there, and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the
commandment, which I have written for their instruction.”

Moses obeyed. He began to climb, leaving the bustling camp of Israel be-
hind. With every step, the sounds of the camp faded—the bleating of
sheep, the distant chatter of people, and the now-familiar rumble of their
complaints. Soon, he could only hear the wind rushing past his ears. But
as he climbed higher, the wind was replaced by a deeper sound, a steady,
low hum that seemed to come from the very mountain itself. The air,
once warm and familiar, grew thin and cool, carrying the scent of some-
thing pure and ancient, a hint of creation itself.

The journey was a slow separation from the world of flesh and fear. The
mountain, a dark silhouette from below, now swelled with divine ener-
gy. The sky, once a familiar blue, became intense storm clouds, thick with
the power of the divine. The ground beneath his feet was no longer just
dirt and rock; it was a holy, sanctified place. The thunder was not just a
sound; it was a visceral tremor that shook the rock beneath his feet. And
the lightning was not a fleeting flash, but a constant, brilliant illumina-
tion, a cascade of holy fire that revealed the awesome presence of God.

And there, in the midst of this holy vortex, the voice of the Lord spoke,
not in the rumble of thunder, but with a clarity that resonated directly
in Moses’s spirit. The words were not just heard; they were felt. It was an
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interaction that transcended the physical senses, a conversation between
the Creator and His chosen servant.

Moses was with the Lord on the mountain for forty days and forty
nights. This was not a meeting but a communion. For that entire time, he
neither ate nor drank, for he was sustained by the sheer power of God's
presence. It was in this intimate space that God unveiled His law.

And he gave to Moses, when he had finished speaking with him on Mount
Sinai, the two tablets of the testimony, tablets of stone, written with the fin-
ger of God.” This moment was an experience of absolute awe. The stone
was a solid, unyielding canvas, but as God’s finger began to etch the
words, there was a deep, resonating thrum as if the very atoms of the
stone were being rearranged. It was not a violent sound, but a powerful,
steady vibration that filled the air, a melody of creation. The sound was a
symphony of divine power, a low and steady song of authority. And the
light! There was a brilliant flash of pure, celestial light with each line and
curve, setting the words into the stone with an indelible mark. The words
were not just letters; they were the very essence of God’s character, etched
in permanence.

Meanwhile, in the valley below, the sacred peace was about to be shat-
tered. The people grew impatient and afraid. Moses had been gone for
what felt like an eternity. A few brave souls tried to get others to calm
down, but the fear was taking hold. A low murmur rippled through the
crowd, growing louder and louder. It was a guttural, frantic sound. Soon,
the sound turned into calls for Aaron to ‘make us gods who shall go before

us!”

The people, consumed by fear, brought their gold. They tore off their
carrings and threw them into the fire. A man began to beat on a large
drum, and the sounds of stamping feet followed. The collective shouts,
the chanting, and the strange noises they made as they danced around
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their newly made golden calf echoed up the mountain. “This is your god,
O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt!” they screamed.

This was the height of rebellion. The moment God was writing His law
of obedience, His people were breaking it. And in that intimate, holy
space, God's voice, once clear and resonant, now carried a deep, burning
indignation. He told Moses what was happening in the valley below and
announced His intention to destroy them all. He said, "I will make of you
a great nation.”

This was the ultimate test of Moses’s character. He could have accepted
the offer, becoming the new father of a nation, surpassing even Abraham
and Jacob. But Moses’s love for his people was greater than his own ambi-
tion. He stood in the gap, and in a moment of pure, selfless intercession,

he prayed.

He didn't pray a prayer of self-interest. He prayed on behalf of a stiff-
necked, rebellious people. He appealed to God's character and His
promises. "Why should the Egyptians speak and say, 'He brought them out
to harm them, to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the
face of the earth'’?” Moses was reasoning with God, not out of doubt, but
out of a deep understanding of God’s nature. He reminded God of His
sworn promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Israel.

God listened. He ‘relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing
on his people.” Moses descended the mountain, his face aglow with a light
that was not his own, a brilliant testament to the holiness he had just
been in. He carried in his arms the very law of God, heavy with divine
purpose. But as he drew near, the sounds of worshiping a golden calf
replaced the holy thrum of the mountain. He saw with his own eyes
the chaos and the betrayal. Moses, heartbroken but resolute, descended
the mountain with the tablets. When he saw the golden calf, his right-
cous anger burned, and he smashed the tablets at the foot of the moun-
tain—breaking the physical law as the people had broken it in their
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hearts. But his prayer was not over. He returned to God with an even
more astounding plea, “Alas, this people has sinned a great sin... But now,
if you will forgive their sin—but if not, please blot me out of your book that

you have written.”

This was the apex of intercession. Moses offered his very life, his eternal
existence, for the sake of his people.



Our Responsibility: Praying for Others

o Intercessory Prayer: Moses’s prayer is the ultimate example of
intercession. He stood in the gap between a holy God and a
rebellious people, appealing for mercy on their behalf. This
calling did not end with the Old Testament. The New
Testament church is a people called to intercede. 1 Timothy
2:1 tells us, "First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people.” This
means every believer, from a pastor to a children's ministries
worker, from a youth leader to a Bible study teacher, and every
soul winner—we are all called to stand in the gap. We are to
pray for our cities, our families, and our neighbors, just as
Moses prayed for his people. It's a selfless act of placing the
needs of others above our own. James 5:16 reminds us that
"the prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.”

« Knowing God’s Character: Moses’s prayer was effective
because he didn’t just ask; he appealed to God’s nature. He
knew God was a covenant-keeping, merciful God, and he
prayed according to that knowledge. Our prayers today are
anchored in the promises of God fulfilled in Jesus Christ. As
Hebrews 4:16 encourages us, "Let us then with confidence draw
near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find
grace to help in time of need.”

o Prayer and Humility: The prayer of Moses reminds us that
even when we are in a place of immense spiritual blessing, we
must not forget those who are struggling. It is a humble prayer
that has the power to change hearts—both ours and God’s (in

the sense that God responds to our heart's condition).
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Philippians 2:4 commands us, "Lez each of you look not only to
his own interests, but also to the interests of others,"a perfect

summary of what Moses did and what we are called to do.



Chapter 3: The King's Humble Prayer
1 Kings 8:22-53

ing David had a deep desire to build a permanent house for the

Lord, a dwelling place for the Ark of the Covenant. But it was his
son, Solomon, who was chosen to complete this magnificent work. For
seven years, the finest craftsmen and materials from across the known
world were gathered and meticulously assembled. This was not just a
construction project; it was the physical manifestation of God's presence
among His people, a dwelling place for His Name. When the work was
finally completed, the time came for a magnificent dedication—a mo-
ment for a king to acknowledge the King of kings.

The day of dedication was a spectacle. The priests brought the Ark of
the Covenant into the Most Holy Place, and the Levites, robed in white
linen, played cymbals, harps, and trumpets. The air was filled with music
and the shouts of a jubilant crowd. In the midst of this grand celebration,
Solomon ascended a bronze platform before the altar of the Lord. He
stood, and then, in a striking act of humility, he knelt and spread his
hands toward heaven. His posture spoke volumes. Though he was the
most powerful and wealthiest man on earth, he humbled himself before
the true source of his power. This physical act of reverence set the tone
for the entire prayer, an offering not of pride but of submission.

Solomon’s prayer was not short; it was a comprehensive spiritual state-
ment. He began by praising God for His faithfulness, acknowledging
that God had fulfilled His promise to his father, David. “O Lord, God of
Isvael, there is no God like you, in heaven above or on earth beneath, keep-
ing covenant and showing steadfast love to your servants who walk before
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you with all their heart.” This was a vital reminder that every blessing and
promise in their lives was rooted in God's unchanging character.

Then, Solomon made a crucial spiritual declaration. He asked, "Buz will
God indeed dwell on the earth? Bebold, heaven and the highest heaven can-
not contain you; how much less this house that I have built!” With this
statement, Solomon showed that he understood God's transcendence.
He was not asking an infinite God to be confined to a finite box; rather,
he was asking God to be attentive to the prayers offered at this sacred
place. He knew that even though the temple was beautiful and grand,
God's majesty far surpassed it. He understood that the temple was a sym-
bol, a designated place where people could come to meet with a God
who was everywhere. This understanding is key for us today; we don't
need a physical temple to pray, but we can set aside a place in our hearts
and minds to meet with God.

The bulk of his prayer was a series of petitions for the people of Israel. He
prayed for them in every conceivable situation: when they faced defeat
by their enemies, when the heavens were shut up and there was no rain,
and when they suffered from famine, plague, or pestilence. His prayer
covered every aspect of their lives, demonstrating a deep compassion for
his people. He didn't just pray for spiritual matters; he understood that
God's authority extended to every corner of their existence. This teaches
us that no issue is too small for God's attention, and we should be just as
comprehensive in our own prayers.

But perhaps the most significant part of his prayer was his petition for
the "foreigner” He said, "Likewise, when a foreigner, who is not of your peo-
ple Israel, comes from a far country for your name's sake... and prays toward
this house, hear in heaven your dwelling place and do according to all for
which the foreigner calls to yon.” This request showed a heart for all na-
tions, a glimpse into God's ultimate plan to bring salvation to the entire
world, not just Isracl. It demonstrated that even in the Old Testament,
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God's love was not limited to one people. This is a foundational truth for
the New Testament church, as we are called to bring the gospel to all na-
tions.

As Solomon finished praying, a stunning series of events unfolded, serv-
ing as God's unmistakable response. As soon as the final words left
Solomon’s lips, fire descended from the sky. This wasn't a slow-burning
flame or a gentle spark, but a direct, instantaneous manifestation of di-
vine power. It fell upon the altar, consuming the burnt offerings and sac-
rifices that had been laid out. This act was God's immediate and visible
confirmation that He had not only heard Solomon's prayer but had also
accepted the temple and its sacrifices. This event echoes other moments
in the Bible where God consumed a sacrifice by fire, such as with Elijah
on Mount Carmel, powerfully demonstrating His supremacy.

Immediately following the fire, the Shekinah glory of the Lord filled the
temple. This was a physical, visible manifestation of God's presence. The
text describes it so powerfully that "the priests could not enter the temple
of the Lord because the glory of the Lord filled it." This glory was not mere-
ly a bright light; it was a consuming presence that filled every part of the
holy space, a tangible sign that God had honored Solomon’s prayer and
had come to dwell in the house built for His name.

The effect on the people was immediate and overwhelming. All the Is-
raclites who had gathered for the dedication ceremony saw the fire and
the glory. In response, they fell to the ground with their faces to the pave-
ment. It was a complete act of surrender and worship. Overwhelmed by
the majesty of God, they began to praise Him, declaring, "He is good; his
love endures forever” This spontaneous, collective worship was the ulti-
mate human confirmation of God’s acceptance. It demonstrated that the
dedication was not just a ceremony but a genuine, holy encounter be-
tween God and His people.



Our Responsibility: Humility and
Comprehensive Vision

« The Power of Public and Corporate Prayer: Solomon'’s
prayer was a public act of worship and intercession. It reminds
us that there is great power in a leader praying on behalf of
their people and community. This model of corporate prayer is
avital part of the New Testament church. When we come
together to pray, we are joining in a collective act of faith,
bringing our petitions and praise before God as a unified body.
We pray for our pastors, our leaders, our church family, and our
communities, knowing that corporate prayer is a powerful
force that can move mountains.

o Lessons from the King's Humble Prayer: The two most
powerful lessons from Solomon's prayer are now our
responsibility. First, his kneeling posture teaches us that our
prayers should always begin with humility. We approach God
not because of our own merit or righteousness, but because of
His mercy and grace. Philippians 2:3 reminds us to, "Do
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count
others more significant than yourselves.” This principle applies
directly to our prayer life. We come to God not as a demanding

child, but as a grateful servant who knows our place before a

holy God.

Second, Solomon’s vision to pray for his entire nation, and
even for the salvation of foreigners, gives us a model for com-
prehensive prayer. Our prayers are not meant to be limited
to our personal needs alone. The New Testament calls us to
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have a heart for the world, just as God does. 1 Timothy 2:1-4
urges us to pray for ‘all people, for kings and all who are in high
positions...that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and
dignified in every way.” God desires that ‘all people be saved and
come to a knowledge of the truth.” Our responsibility is to lift
our eyes beyond our own circumstances and pray for the sal-
vation of the lost, for the peace of our cities, and for the ad-
vancement of the kingdom of God.

olomon’s prayer is more than a historical account; it is a timeless

model. It challenges us to lift our eyes beyond ourselves and to pray
with a heart full of reverence, a spirit of humility, and a vision for the en-
tire world.



Chapter 4: A Prayer for a Clean Heart
Psalm 51

he setting for this prayer is not on a mountaintop or in a grand

temple, but in the lonely silence of a king's chambers, in the very
heart of a man broken by his own sin. King David, a man after God's own
heart, had fallen into a devastating spiral of sin. While his army was at
war, David, the king who should have been leading them, remained in
Jerusalem. One evening, he was walking on the roof of his palace when
he saw a beautiful woman bathing. Her name was Bathsheba, the wife of
Uriah the Hittite, one of his most loyal and devoted soldiers. David, con-
sumed by his lust, sent for her and committed adultery with her. She be-
came pregnant.

In a desperate attempt to cover his sin, David summoned Uriah from the
battlefield, urging him to go home to his wife. David hoped that Uriah
would sleep with Bathsheba, and everyone would assume the child was
his. But Uriah, a man of unwavering integrity, refused to enjoy the com-
forts of home while his fellow soldiers and the ark of God were camped
in the open field. He slept at the palace entrance with the king's servants.

David's first plan had failed.

His second plan was far more sinister. David wrote a letter to his military
commander, Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah himself. The letter
contained a command: "Pur Uriab in the forefront of the fiercest fighting,
and then withdraw from him, that he may be struck down and die.” Joab
followed the order. Uriah was killed in battle, and David took Bathsheba
as his wife. The cover-up was complete, but the thing David had done

"displeased the Lord.”
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The moment of truth came when the prophet Nathan stood before the
king. Nathan didn't accuse him directly; instead, he told a story to reveal
the truth. “There were two men in a certain city,” Nathan began, ‘one rich
and the other poor. The rich man had very many flocks and herds, but the
poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and
nourished.” Nathan described how this lamb was like a member of the
family, eating from the poor man's plate and sleeping in his arms like a

daughter.

Then, a traveler arrived at the rich man's home. Rather than taking from
his own vast flocks to prepare a meal, the rich man "fook the poor mans
lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him."

David's anger burned fiercely. He hadn't heard the full story, but his sense
of justice was on fire. As surely as the Lord lives,"he roared, "the man who
did this deserves to die! He shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did
this thing and had no pity.”

Then came the chilling, piercing words that broke David’s deception:
“You are the man!” In that instant, the weight of his actions crashed down
upon him. The lamb was Uriah, whom he had stolen and killed. The rich
man was David. He saw his sin not as a mere transgression against Uriah
or Bathsheba, but as a direct rebellion against God’s holy character.

Nathan then delivered God's judgment. Because David had shown “uzzer
contempt for the word of the Lord,” the sword would never depart from his
house. And because he had done this in secret, God would bring public
adversity upon him from his own family. Most tragically, Nathan proph-
esied, "the child also who is born to you shall surely die

David was broken. He confessed, "I have sinned against the Lord.” The
prophet assured him that his sin was forgiven and he would not die.
But the consequence of sin remained. When the child became ill, David
pleaded with God, fasting and lying on the ground for seven days, beg-
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ging for the childs life. This was the power of prayer in action, even in
a time of great despair. His servants tried to get him to eat, but he re-
fused. When the child died, David's servants were afraid to tell him. But
when David saw them whispering, he knew. In a surprising act of faith,
he rose, washed himself, and went to the house of the Lord to worship.
His servants were astonished, but David explained, "While the child was
still alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, 'Who knows? The Lord may be gra-
cious to me, and the child may live! But now that he is dead, why should I
fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return
to me.”

This moment of loss was a direct consequence of his sin, a painful lesson
in the reality that even when sin is forgiven, its consequences can remain.
But God's story did not end there. After this period of mourning, God's
grace shined forth. David comforted Bathsheba, and she bore another
son. David named him Solomon, meaning "peace.” Then the Lord,
through Nathan the prophet, gave him a second name: Jedidiah, mean-

ing "beloved of the Lord.”

Solomon'’s birth was not just a natural event; it was a gift of grace, a divine
statement that God's plan and love for David and his lineage had not
been broken by human failure. This child of grace, a symbol of God's for-
giveness and favor, would one day build the magnificent temple that his

father had dreamed of.

Psalm 51 is the raw, emotional cry of a man who has had his heart ex-
posed. It is the most powerful and honest prayer of repentance in all of
Scripture. David does not make excuses for himself. He doesn’t blame
Bathsheba. He doesn’t point to the circumstances. He simply falls on the
mercy of God.

He begins his prayer with a simple, yet utterly dependent plea: "Have
mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your
great compassion blot out my transgressions.” David knows he doesn't de-
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serve forgiveness. His plea is not based on his own good deeds or his past
faithfulness as a king. It is based entirely on the character of God—on
His steadfast love and great compassion. This is the first and most critical
lesson of the prayer: true repentance starts with a complete reliance on
God's nature, not on our own.

Next, David lays bare his sin in an unsparing confession. He doesn’t sim-
ply confess his actions; he confesses the spiritual sickness behind them.
He uses a series of powerful metaphors: he asks God to ‘wash” him, to
‘tleanse”him, and to "blot out”his sins. The language is intense, reflecting
the spiritual contamination he feels. He then makes a statement that is
the very cornerstone of this psalm: “Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight.” This is an important theological in-
sight. While his sin certainly harmed others, David understood that the
ultimate offense was against the God who had entrusted him with the
kingship and had blessed him with His presence. This realization is what
separates a mere confession of wrongdoing from genuine, soul-level re-
pentance.

David's prayer goes beyond a desire to escape punishment. He longs for
a real, inner change. He knows that simply being pardoned isn't enough;
he needs a new heart. He cries out, "Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me." This is a prayer for spiritual re-
newal, for a total conversion from the inside out. He is asking for a new
work of creation, something only God can do. He also asks God not to
take His Holy Spirit from him, a request that shows how much he valued
the spiritual connection he had with the Lord.

After his raw confession, the tone of the psalm shifts. David moves from
a place of desperation to a place of hope and a promise of praise. He
knows that if God forgives him and restores his joy, he will become a liv-
ing testimony to God's mercy. "Then I will teach transgressors Your ways,
and sinners will return to You." He understands that his forgiveness is not
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just for himself, but for the glory of God. He vows to use his restored
voice to praise the Lord and to guide others to the path of repentance.
A heart broken by sin and restored by grace is a powerful witness. It's a
testament to the fact that God can redeem anyone.



Our Responsibility: Repentance and
Reconciliation

avid’s prayer is not just a historical account; it is a timeless model
for every believer. The New Testament makes it clear that we are
all called to a life of repentance and reconciliation.

+ Honest Confession is the Foundation: David’s prayer of raw
honesty serves as a blueprint for our own prayer lives. The
apostle John wrote in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is

Jfaithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” We do not have to hide our failings or make
excuses. We are called to come to God with a broken and
contrite heart, knowing that our forgiveness is guaranteed
through the finished work of Jesus Christ.

o Secking a Clean Heart and a Renewed Spirit: Just as David
prayed for a clean heart, New Testament believers have been
given the ultimate power for spiritual transformation. When
we are baptized in Jesus’ name and filled with the Holy Spirit,
we are not just forgiven; we are made new creatures. The old
self is buried in a watery grave and we are raised to newness of
life. The prayer for a clean heart is answered when the Spirit of
God takes up residence within us, empowering us to walk in
holiness and victory over sin.

« Reconciliation as Our Purpose: David’s vow to teach others
about God’s ways after his own restoration is a powerful
example of our responsibility as believers. 2 Corinthians 5:18
tells us that God has given us "the ministry of reconciliation.” We

are called to share the good news of forgiveness and restoration
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with a lost and broken world. Our personal stories of
repentance and grace are not just for our own benefit; they are

to be a light that leads others to the one true God.

David’s prayer teaches us that the path to a restored relationship with
God is paved with humility, honest confession, and a sincere desire for
a transformed heart. As New Testament believers, we have the immense
privilege of walking in the reality of the very thing David longed for—a
clean heart, a renewed spirit, and a purpose to share that joy with others.



Chapter 5: A Prayer for God's Glory
1 Kings 18:20-40

n a time of absolute spiritual crisis, the nation of Israel had abandoned
I the worship of the one true God for the false god, Baal. This was more
than a mere religious shift; it was a wholesale betrayal of their covenant.
The people, led by King Ahab and his foreign wife Jezebel, had adopted
Baal worship, a pagan religion centered on fertility and power. Jezebel, a
Phoenician princess, was the daughter of the king of Tyre, a major
Phoenician city. Phoenicia was a coastal region north of Israel along the
Mediterranean Sea, and it was the primary center of Baal worship. Her
influence was so complete that she brought hundreds of Baal's prophets
and the pagan religion of her homeland directly into the heart of Israel.
Mount Carmel, the site of this dramatic confrontation, was considered
by the Phoenicians to be the chief mountain of their gods and a key place
for the worship of Baal. Their rituals were often depraved, involving ec-
static dances and self-mutilation, all in a frantic attempt to summon their
deity's attention. As a result of this idolatry, a severe drought lasting three
and a half years had gripped the land. The skies were a relentless, cloud-
less blue, the soil was cracked and barren, and the rivers had run dry. The
land groaned under the weight of the people’s sin, a clear sign of God's
displeasure and a physical manifestation of their spiritual emptiness.

In the midst of this spiritual and physical famine, the prophet Elijah
emerged to challenge King Ahab and the 450 prophets of Baal to a dra-
matic showdown on Mount Carmel. This was not a contest for Elijah's
personal glory, but a definitive, public test to prove, once and for all, that
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob was the only living God. Elijah
boldly announced the terms of the contest: both he and the prophets of
Baal would prepare an altar and a bull for sacrifice, but neither would
24
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light the fire. Instead, each side would call on the name of their god, and
the deity who answered by sending fire from heaven would be recognized
as the one true God. The people of Israel, having wavered between two
opinions for so long, stood in silent, anxious anticipation.

The prophets of Baal went first. They chose their bull, cut it into pieces,
and placed it on the altar. As the sun rose, they began their ritual. From
morning until noon, they cried out to their god with frenzied passion. “O
Baal, answer us!” they shouted. Their voices were not prayers but desper-
ate incantations, a cacophony of sound that echoed across the dry valley.
They leaped and they danced around the altar, their movements becom-
ing more frantic and desperate as the hours passed. But there was no re-
sponse. The air remained still, the silence from their god was deafening,

and no fire fell.

As the day wore on, Elijah began to mock them with a sarcastic wit. He
watched their desperate attempts, their faces slick with sweat and their
bodies trembling with exhaustion. “Shout louder!” he scofted, "Surely he
is a god! Perhaps he is deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is
sleeping and must be awakened.” Driven to a frenzy of desperation, the
prophets of Baal shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and
spears, as was their custom, until their blood flowed onto the ground.
The sight was gruesome, a testament to the utter futility of their religion.
Still, there was no sound, no answer, and no fire. The emptiness of their
false religion was laid bare for all to see.

At the time of the evening sacrifice, Elijah called the people to him, his
demeanor a calm contrast to the frantic chaos he had just witnessed. He
first repaired the altar of the Lord, which had been torn down, using
twelve stones to represent the twelve tribes of Israel. This act was deeply
symbolic, a call for the people to return to their covenant with the one
true God. Then, in a move that removed all doubt of a natural explana-
tion, he had them dig a trench around the altar and drench the sacrifice
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with four large jars of water, repeating the action three times until the wa-
ter soaked the sacrifice and filled the trench. The water poured so freely
that it ran down the sides of the altar and pooled at its base.

With the sacrifice ready and completely saturated, Elijah stepped for-
ward. His prayer was not a long, theatrical performance, but a simple, di-
rect, and powerful appeal to God's character and purpose. It was a mas-
terpiece of faith, demonstrating his absolute certainty in the Lord. “O
LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that
you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done all these
things at your command. Answer me, O LORD, answer me, so that this
people may know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you have turned

their hearts back again.”

The power of Elijah’s prayer was immediate and absolute. As soon as the
final word was spoken, the fire of the Lord fell from heaven. It was not a
flash or a flicker but a consuming flame that descended with unimagin-
able speed. It consumed not only the burnt offering and the wood, but
also the stones, the soil, and even licked up the water that had filled the
trench. The display was so spectacular and thorough that it left no room
for doubt. When the people saw this, their wavering hearts were instantly
and completely convinced. They fell on their faces and cried out in uni-
son, their voices thundering across the mountain, “The LORD, he is God!
The LORD, he is God!” This was a national repentance, a complete sur-
render to the power and authority of the one true God.



Our Responsibility: A Prayer for God's
Glory

lijah’s prayer is more than a historical account of a spectacular mira-
E cle; it is a timeless model for every believer. The New Testament
calls us not only to pray for our own needs but to make the glory of God
the central focus of our prayer life. Elijah did not pray for his safety or his
reputation; he prayed that the people would know that God was God.
This same purpose should motivate our own prayers today.

First, the sincerity of our prayers matters. The frantic, self-centered
y pray!
prayers of the prophets of Baal teach us that God is not moved by reli-
gious fervor or outward show. He is moved by a sincere heart that trusts
in His character and His promises. As New Testament believers, we have
been given direct access to the throne of grace through Jesus Christ. We
g g g
do not need to cut ourselves or engage in frantic rituals. We are called to
gag
pray with a simple, quiet confidence, knowing that He hears us.

Second, our prayers should be for God’s glory to be made known. Just
as Elijah prayed for the people to turn their hearts back to God, we are
called to pray for the lost to be saved. This is the ultimate expression of
God’s glory on earth. 1 Corinthians 10:31 tells us, “So, whether you eat
or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” This principle
extends to our prayer life. Every petition for healing, every plea for re-
vival, and every request for provision should be filtered through the lens

of God's glory.

Jesus himself gave us the ultimate model for this kind of prayer in
Matthew 6. The first petitions of the Lord's Prayer are not about our
needs, but about God’s name and His kingdom: “Hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” This is
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a powerful reminder that our first responsibility in prayer is to ask for
God’s name to be revered and His will to be accomplished.

Elijah’s prayer was a turning point for a nation. He prayed with a focus
on God’s glory, and God responded with fire. As believers today, we have
the immense privilege and responsibility to follow that example. When
we make God’s glory the central purpose of our prayers, we can trust that
He will answer, and the world will see that the Lord, He is God.



Chapter 6: A Prayer from the Depths
Jonah 2:1-9

he story of Jonah is a dramatic and often misunderstood tale of re-

bellion, mercy, and the immense power of prayer. God had given
Jonah a clear and direct command: "Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city,
and call out against it, for their evil has come up before me." But Jonah,
consumed by his own prejudices and a desire for judgment rather than
grace upon his enemies, rebelled. He paid his fare and boarded a ship
sailing for Tarshish, a city in the opposite direction. He was fleeing the
presence of the Lord, believing he could outrun the God of the heavens
and the earth.

But God is sovereign over all of creation. He sent a mighty wind and a
furious storm upon the sea, a storm so violent that the ship was in danger
of being broken apart. The sailors, terrified, cried out to their own gods
and began throwing the cargo overboard to lighten the ship. When they
discovered Jonah was the cause of the storm, he confessed his rebellion
and told them to throw him into the sea to save themselves. Reluctantly,
they did. The moment Jonah hit the water, the sea became calm, prov-
ing his words to be true. But God had a plan to rescue His disobedient
prophet. He appointed a great fish to swallow Jonah, and for three days
and three nights, Jonah was in the belly of the fish.

Imagine the suffocating darkness, a blackness so complete it pressed
against his eyelids. The air was thick with the stench of brine, decaying
seaweed, and the pungent odor of the creature's digestive fluids. The
slick, slimy walls pressed in on him, contracting with the fish's move-
ments. He was tossed and turned with the relentless rhythm of the ocean
currents and the creature’s slow, underwater journey. The remains of the
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fish's last meal floated around him in the gloom, a constant, unsettling
reminder of his precarious situation. The pressure in the belly was im-
mense, and the constant sloshing of the acidic fluids burned his skin.
Every breath was a struggle in the confined, fetid space. This was not
merely confinement; it was a living tomb, a descent into the very heart of
the abyss.

It was from this impossible location, this living grave, that Jonah began
to pray. This was not a prayer of ceremony or comfort; it was a desperate
cry for survival, a plea for rescue from a place where no light could reach.
His prayer was not a well-rehearsed liturgy but the raw, honest cry of a

man facing the finality of his choices.

Jonah’s prayer is a remarkable mix of remembrance, confession, and an
astonishing act of faith. He cried out, "I called out to the Lord, out of my
distress, and he answered me; out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and you
heard my voice." He acknowledged that the deep waters had engulfed
him and that the waves and breakers had rolled over him. He felt as
though he had been cast out of God's sight, but in the midst of his an-
guish, he held on to a flicker of hope. He vowed, "I will look again toward
your holy temple.”

The most powerful part of this prayer is its sudden shift from lament to
thanksgiving, even while Jonah was still in the belly of the fish. He didn't
wait to be delivered to praise God. "But I, with a voice of thanksgiving,
will sacrifice to you; what I have vowed I will pay. Salvation belongs to
the Lord!" This was an act of absolute faith—praising God for a deliv-
erance that had not yet occurred. It was a complete surrender to God's
will and a recognition that his rescue would be solely by God's grace and
power. He had hit rock bottom, but his heart had finally turned back to-
ward the Lord.

Then, with a violent surge, the belly of the great fish contracted. Jonah
was propelled forward, a repulsive torrent of partially digested fish and
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seawater ejecting him onto dry land. He lay there, gasping for breath,
covered in grime, the taste of the deep still clinging to his throat. The
sun beat down on his pale, weakened body. It was a humiliating deliv-
erance, a stark contrast to his defiant departure. Yet, it was deliverance

nonetheless, a miraculous act of obedience from the creature of the sea at

the command of the Almighty. God’s word had been fulfilled.



Our Responsibility: Embracing God's
Mercy and Purpose

onah's prayer from the belly of the fish offers unique insights for the
JNCW Testament believer, moving beyond the foundational calls to

confession and repentance we've explored.

+ Responding to God's Specific Call: Jonah's primary sin was
disobedience to a direct command from God. For the New
Testament believer, this highlights the importance of
discerning and obeying God's specific call on our lives.
Whether it's a call to ministry, to witness in a particular place,
or to address injustice, our rebellion against a known directive
hinders God's purposes. Jonah's experience shows that even in
our disobedience, God's mercy can intervene, but it's far better
to walk in alignment with His revealed will from the outset.

o Overcoming Prejudice and Embracing God's Universal
Love: Jonah’s reluctance to go to Nineveh stemmed from his
hatred for the Assyrians. His prayer in the fish, though focused
on his own deliverance, ultimately paved the way for him to
fulfill God's mission to a people he deemed unworthy. For us,
this is a powerful reminder to examine our own hearts for
prejudice and to embrace God's universal love for all humanity.
Just as God had mercy on Nineveh, His grace extends to every
nation, tribe, and tongue. Our prayers should reflect this
expansive love, interceding even for those we find difficult to
love or understand.

o The Transformative Power of Crisis: It took a life-threatening

crisis for Jonah to finally turn to God in genuine prayer and
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submission. While we shouldn't seek out hardship, Jonah's
experience illustrates how times of intense pressure and
difhiculty can strip away our pride and self-reliance, forcing us
to depend entirely on God. These "belly of the fish" moments
can be catalysts for spiritual growth and a deeper
understanding of God's mercy and our own desperate need for
Him. Our responsibility is to recognize God's hand even in the
midst of our trials and to allow these experiences to shape us

into more compassionate and obedient followers of Christ.

Jonah’s journey, marked by rebellion, a desperate prayer, and a miracu-
lous deliverance, underscores the boundless mercy of God and the im-
portance of aligning our hearts with His purposes for all the world. As
New Testament believers, we are called to embrace this same mercy and
extend it to others, overcoming our own prejudices and faithfully re-
sponding to God’s specific call on our lives, even when it leads us to un-
expected places or people.



Chapter 7: The Model for All Prayer
Matthew 6:9-13

esus's teachings were always rooted in a radical new way of thinking

about God and our relationship with Him. In His most famous mes-
sage, the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew chapters 5, 6, and 7), Jesus sat
as the supreme king of His kingdom, delivering the constitution and set-
ting the morals and expectations for all His subjects. The setting for this
historic event was a hillside overlooking the Sea of Galilee. From that
vantage point, Jesus could see the tranquil waters of the lake stretching
out before Him, with the fishing boats dotting its surface and the towns
and villages lining its shores. The air was fresh, carrying the scent of wild
herbs, and the green slopes provided a natural amphitheater for the thou-
sands who had gathered. The very landscape seemed to be a perfect visual
metaphor for the kingdom He was establishing—a spiritual realm with
its own order and laws, coexisting with the familiar world below.

He was not merely a wise teacher giving advice; He was a sovereign au-
thority establishing the laws of His new kingdom. His disciples had seen
the elaborate prayers of the Pharisees—long, public recitations meant to
be seen by others. Jesus, however, taught them to pray simply, sincerely,
and privately. He said, When you pray, go into your room and shut the
door and pray to your Father who is in secret. To provide a clear guide for
this new way of praying, He gave them a model, a template for how to
communicate with the Almighty. This prayer, now known as the Lord’s
Prayer, is not just a set of words to be recited by rote, but a masterful sum-
mary of all that our hearts should desire and all that our prayers should
contain.
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The prayer begins with two statements that establish the proper posture
of our hearts before God.

o Adoration and Honor: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name. The very first words revolutionize our understanding of
God. Jesus taught us to address God as Our Father. This is a
title of great intimacy and affection. It reveals that God is not a
distant, unapproachable deity, but a loving and caring Parent
who desires a personal relationship with His children. This
concept was a truly fresh revelation. Jesus had already taught
His followers to approach God with a childlike faith and trust.
Yet, immediately after this intimate address, the prayer elevates
our focus to a place of absolute reverence: hallowed be your
name. The word "hallowed" means to be set apart, to be treated
as holy, sacred, and worthy of all worship. By joining these two
phrases, Jesus shows us the perfect balance of prayer: a loving,
intimate relationship combined with a solemn reverence for
God's holiness and power. Our prayers should begin not with
our needs, but with the worship and adoration of God.

¢ Submission to His Kingdom: Your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. This is a powerful act of
submission. It is a prayer that seeks God's purposes before our
own. When we pray for God's kingdom to come, we are asking
for His sovereign rule to be established in our lives, our
communities, and our world. We are asking for an increase in
His authority and for His will to be done. We are also
acknowledging that God's will is the best will. The second part
of this phrase, on earth as it is in heaven, serves as a constant
reminder that heaven operates according to God's will without
any resistance. There is no sickness, no rebellion, no suffering,
and no sorrow in heaven because God's will is perfectly
executed. When we pray this prayer, we are asking for that
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same perfection to be made manifest on earth. This teaches us
that the highest goal of our prayer life is to align our hearts and
our desires with God's ultimate plan, allowing His will to shape
our lives.

Dependence on His Provision: Give us this day our daily
bread. After we have established God's rightful place in our
prayers, we can then turn to our own needs. Jesus uses a simple
phrase, daily bread, to represent all that we need for physical
sustenance. This is a prayer for daily provision, teaching us to
depend on God for our sustenance and not to worry about
tomorrow. It is a humble admission that we cannot meet our
needs through our own efforts alone. This phrase also teaches
us to live in the present moment, trusting God for each new
day. It is a prayer for today's bread, not next month's loaf. It is a
powerful antidote to worry and anxiety, as it directs our focus
to the Giver of all good things.

The Request for Forgiveness and Forgiveness Given: Forgive
us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debrors. This is perhaps
the most challenging and consequential part of the prayer.
Jesus makes a direct and inescapable link between receiving
God's forgiveness and extending it to others. The word "debts"
refers to our sins, our spiritual obligations that we have failed
to meet. We are asking God to cancel our debts, to forgive us
completely. The second half of the phrase, as we also have
forgiven our debtors, is not a condition for earning God's
forgiveness, but a reflection of the heart of a person who has
already been forgiven. We forgive others because we have been
forgiven. This phrase teaches us that harboring bitterness, or an
unforgiving spirit is a direct contradiction of the grace we have
received from God. Forgiveness is not merely an act but a
lifestyle, one that is foundational to a healthy prayer life.

o A Plea for Protection: And lead us not into temptation, but
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deliver us from evil. Finally, the prayer concludes with a plea for
spiritual protection. This is an acknowledgement of our
weakness and the reality of the spiritual war we are in. We are
asking God for His divine guidance and protection, asking
Him to not allow us to be led into situations that would cause
us to fall. It is a prayer to be delivered from the wicked one, the
source of all evil. It is a cry of dependence on God to be our
shield and our fortress, to protect us from both internal
temptation and external evil. This phrase reminds us that we
cannot navigate the spiritual world on our own; we need the
constant guidance and power of the Holy Spirit to remain
steadfast in our faith.



Our Responsibility: A Prayerful Life of
Worship, Dependence, and Forgiveness

he Lord’s Prayer is more than a simple prayer; it is a blueprint for a

life lived in constant communion with God. As New Testament
believers, we have been given the immense privilege of not just reciting
these words but living them out in our daily lives.

First, we have the responsibility of worship. The prayer begins with ado-
ration, and so should our lives. We are called to give thanks in all circum-
stances (1 Thessalonians 5:18) and to live our lives as a sacrifice of praise
to God. Our worship is no longer confined to a single moment of prayer
but is to be an ongoing act of honor and reverence for God's holy name.

Second, we have the responsibility of dependence. Just as Jesus taught us
to pray for our daily bread, we are to live a life that is fully dependent on
God for everything. This extends beyond our physical needs to our spir-
itual and emotional ones as well. Philippians 4:6-7 commands us to not
be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. When we
do this, the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, we have the responsibility of forgiveness. The prayer links our
forgiveness with our ability to forgive others. This is a call to live a life
free from bitterness, resentment, and a spirit of unforgiveness. Colossians
3:13 tells us to bear with one another and, if one has a complaint against
another, forgive each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also
must forgive. Our lives are to be a living testament to the grace of God
that has set us free from sin, allowing us to extend that same grace to
those who have wronged us.
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The Lord's Prayer is not just a formula for talking to God; it is a guide for
a life that is lived in complete communion with Him. Our responsibility
is to make every phrase of this prayer a living reality in our hearts and our
actions.



Chapter 8: The Great High Priest's Prayer
John 17

he setting for this prayer is one of the most intimate and sacred mo-

ments in all of Scripture. Jesus had just finished sharing the
Passover meal with His disciples in the Upper Room. He had washed
their feet, given them the new commandment to love one another, and
revealed to them the coming of the Holy Spirit. The air was heavy with
both the solemnity of His impending sacrifice and the intimacy of His
final teachings. Knowing His departure was imminent, Jesus lifted His
eyes to heaven and began to pray. This was not a public sermon or a les-
son for a crowd; it was a personal conversation with the Father, a glimpse
into the very heart of the Godhead. This prayer, often called the High
Priestly Prayer, is a powerful act of intercession, where Jesus, as our Great
High Priest, prays for Himself, for His disciples, and for all future believ-
ers.

The prayer is a single, continuous flow of thought, but for the sake of un-
derstanding, it can be broken down into three distinct sections.

o Jesus Prays for Himself (vv. 1-5): Jesus begins His prayer by
focusing on His mission and His relationship with the Father,
declaring, "Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the
Son may glorify you" This opening statement reveals a perfect
unity of purpose between the Father and the Son. Jesus's desire
is not for personal gain or self-exaltation, but for the glory of
the Father. He is asking to be glorified so that His completed
work—the cross—will bring honor and praise to God. He
speaks of having finished the work the Father gave Him to do
and now asks to be returned to the glory they shared before the
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world existed. This prayer highlights the singular, unified
essence of God. The Father and the Son are not two separate
persons, but rather the same divine being revealing Himself in
different roles. When Jesus prays to be "returned to the glory,’
it isn't about rejoining a separate entity, but about His human
form being glorified and reunited with the divine essence that
He has always been. This section is a testament to Jesus's
unique identity and His singular purpose to bring glory to the
Father.

Jesus Prays for His Disciples (vv. 6-19): Next, Jesus turns His
attention to the small group of men He had personally
discipled. He acknowledges that they are the ones whom the
Father has given Him. He affirms their faithfulness, saying,
They have kept your word, and that they have come to know
that all Jesus’s teachings are from God. His prayer for them is
both practical and spiritual. He asks the Father to protect them
from the evil one. He knows that they are about to face a
spiritual war and that they will be tempted and persecuted.
Jesus does not pray for them to be removed from the world,
but to be protected while they are in it. He also prays for their
sanctification. “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.”
To be sanctified means to be set apart for a holy purpose. Jesus
is praying that the disciples will be made holy through the
truth of God's Word. He is preparing them for the mission He
is about to give them—to go into the world and preach the
gospel. This prayer for their sanctification reveals that holiness
is not an option but a requirement for those who will serve
God.

Jesus Prays for All Believers (vv. 20-26): This is the most
powerful and personal part of the prayer for us, as it includes
everyone who would ever believe in Him. Jesus says, " do not
ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me
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through their word.” This statement brings the intercession
through the centuries directly to us. He is praying for us right
now. The central theme of this section is unity. “Zhat they may
all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they
also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me.” This is not a prayer for uniformity or a single
organizational structure. This is a powerful statement on the
nature of God Himself. The unity Jesus prays for is a spiritual
unity that mirrors the perfect, divine oneness of the Godhead.
Just as the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are all titles of the one
true God, the unity among believers should be a perfect
reflection of that singular divine essence. It is a unity of
purpose, love, and spirit that is so visible and compelling that it
becomes a testimony to the world. It shows that God's power
can bring people from all walks of life together into one body,
breaking down every racial, social, and cultural barrier. This
unity is the ultimate witness to a watching world, proving that
Jesus was sent by the Father.



Our Responsibility: A Life Modeled on
Jesus's Prayer

esus's High Priestly Prayer is not just a comforting passage; it is a blue-
print for the New Testament believer's life and a call to action.

o+ The Comfort of Being Prayed For: The first lesson is the
immense comfort of knowing that Jesus, the Son of God,
prayed specifically for you. He knew every struggle you would
face, every temptation you would endure, and every challenge
to your faith. His prayer is a constant assurance that He is
interceding for us at the right hand of the Father. We can rest
in the knowledge that our Great High Priest is praying for us.

o The Call to Unity: The most significant call in this prayer is
for unity. As believers, we have the responsibility to pursue
unity in our local churches and in the global body of Christ.
Ephesians 4:4-6 reminds us of the spiritual foundation of this
unity: “There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called
to the one hope that belongs to your call—one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through
all and in all.” Our unity is not optional; it is essential to our
witness to the world. We must actively work to build bridges
and tear down the walls that divide us, walking in love and
forgiveness.

o The Call to Sanctification: Jesus prayed that we would be
sanctified by the truth. As believers, we have the responsibility
to live a holy life, set apart from the world's values and
practices. This is a daily process of submitting ourselves to

God's Word and allowing the Holy Spirit to transform us into
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the image of Christ. This holiness is not for our own pride but
is a testament to the power of God's Spirit working in our lives.
The Power of Intercession: Finally, Jesus’s prayer is a model
for our own. We are called to intercede for others with the
same intensity and purpose. We should pray for our fellow
believers” protection from the evil one, for their sanctification
through the Word, and most importantly, for the unity of the
body of Christ. By praying for one another, we are
participating in the very work that Jesus began in the Upper

Room.



Chapter 9: A Prayer for Spiritual Power
Ephesians 3:14-21

he Apostle Paul, the great missionary to the Gentiles, was in a Ro-

man prison cell when he penned this magnificent prayer. His phys-
ical condition was a stark contrast to his spiritual state. He was likely
chained to a Roman guard, confined to a cold, damp cell, and dressed in
coarse, worn garments. The air would have been thick with the smell of
stone, carth, and the faint, coppery scent of his own chains. He was not
in a comfortable, clean environment but in a place of hardship and isola-
tion. Yet, in the midst of this physical suffering, Paul’s focus was not on
his own predicament. His mind and heart were fixated on the spiritual
welfare of the believers in Ephesus.

The reason for his imprisonment was directly related to the very truth he
prayed about. Paul was a prisoner not for a crime against the Roman Em-
pire, but for his passionate devotion to Jesus Christ and his mission to
preach the Gospel to the Gentiles. This message of unity—that Gentiles
were now fellow heirs and members of the same body as the Jews—an-
gered many Jewish leaders and was seen as a disruptive, rebellious act by
Roman authorities. In essence, Paul was suffering because he had fully
embraced the truth that God’s grace was for all people. This prayer, there-
fore, is a response to the stunning truth Paul had just revealed: that
through the Gospel, both Jews and Gentiles are now united in Christ,
forming one body, one family under God. It is a prayer for the believers
to not only understand this truth with their minds but to experience it
in the deepest parts of their souls.

Paul begins his prayer with a physical and spiritual posture of humility
and reverence. He declares, For this reason I bow my knees before the

45



46 PASTOR SCOTT CORNWELL

Father. This was more than a gesture; it was a testament to his utter de-
pendence on God. A Roman prisoner, having a powerful encounter with
God, was not on a throne, but on his knees. He addresses God as the Fa-
ther, the one from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.
This statement affirms God's universal headship and authority over all
creation, both seen and unseen. It is a reminder that we belong to a spir-
itual family that is united under one Father, a truth that Paul so passion-
ately prayed they would grasp.

Paul’s prayer contains a series of powerful petitions for the spiritual em-
powerment of the church. These requests do not seek material wealth,
physical health, or worldly success. Instead, they are entirely focused on
the inner life and the spiritual strength of believers.

o Power in the Inner Being: Paul’s first request is that the
believers would be strengthened with power through his Spirit
in their inner being. He is praying for a spiritual fortitude that
goes beyond physical or emotional strength. This power is not
a fleeting emotion but a steady, inner resolve that comes from
the Holy Spirit. It is a power that allows a person to stand firm
against temptation, to endure persecution, and to walk in a
manner worthy of the Gospel. This inner strength is a crucial
component of the Christian life, and it is a gift granted
"according to the riches of his glory," an inexhaustible supply
from an unlimited God.

¢ Christ Dwelling in the Heart: Following the prayer for inner
strength, Paul petitions the Father so that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith. The word "dwell" here implies not a
casual visit but a permanent residence. Paul is praying for a
deep, intimate, and personal relationship with Jesus Christ to
be the core of their very existence. This is not simply about
having Jesus in your life; it is about Christ taking up residence,
making our hearts His home. This is the very essence of the
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New Birth. Through water baptism in Jesus's name and the
infilling of the Holy Spirit, we have the blessed privilege of
having Christ, the one true God, dwelling within us. This
indwelling presence is what makes all other spiritual growth
possible.

Rooted and Grounded in Love: Paul prays that they would
be rooted and grounded in love. This is a beautiful double
metaphor drawn from both nature and architecture. A tree, to
withstand the winds and storms of life, must have deep roots.
Its stability is foundation. Likewise, a building must have a
strong foundation to remain standing. Paul is saying that the
foundation of our spiritual life must be the love of God. Our
faith, our works, our worship—everything must be rooted in
and grounded in God's love. Without this anchor, we are
vulnerable to the storms of false doctrine and the pressures of
the world. This love is not a feeling but a steadfast, unshakable
reality from which all other spiritual blessings flow.
Comprehending God's Limitless Love: Paul's final spiritual
request is for the believers to have strength to comprehend
with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height
and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses
knowledge. He is praying for a spiritual revelation that goes far
beyond mere intellectual understanding. He wants them to
grasp the sheer scale and magnitude of God’s love—its limitless
breadth, its endless length, its immense height, and its
unfathomable depth. This love is so vast, so all-encompassing,
that it "surpasses knowledge." We can study it, but we can never
fully contain it. Paul is asking for a divine, experiential
understanding of this love, an encounter that fills us "with all
the fullness of God."

The Doxology: Paul concludes his prayer with a powerful
statement of praise, a doxology that sets the stage for the rest of
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our lives. He declares, “Now to him who is able to do far more
abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power
that works within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” This is
a stunning conclusion. Paul is saying that the God to whom we
pray is not limited by our human desires or our greatest
imaginations. His power is working within us—the same
power that strengthens our inner being and allows Christ to
dwell in our hearts. He is able to do so much more than we
could ever dream. This final declaration reminds us that the

purpose of our spiritual power and our prayers is to bring glory

to God.



Our Responsibility: A Prayer for Spiritual
Power and Kingdom Impact

aul’s prayer for the Ephesians is a timeless call to action for every

New Testament believer. It is our responsibility to make these spiri-
tual petitions the cornerstone of our own prayer lives, not just for our-
selves but for our fellow believers.

o Praying for Spiritual Strength and Intimacy: We must move
beyond praying solely for our physical needs and begin to pray
for the spiritual needs of the body of Christ. We should pray
for our pastors, our families, and our friends to be strengthened
in their inner being. We should pray that Christ would take up
permanent residence in their hearts, that they would be rooted
and grounded in His love. This is a prayer that carries eternal
weight and impact.

o Secking to Comprehend God’s Immense Love: It is our
responsibility to actively seek a deeper understanding and
experience of God's love. We can do this through prayer,
through the study of His Word, and through worship. The
more we understand His love for us, the more our faith will be
strengthened, and the more we will be able to share that love
with others.

o Trusting God for the Impossible: Paul’s doxology reminds us
that our God is able to do far more abundantly than all that we
ask or think. Our prayers should not be limited by our human
expectations or a lack of faith. We have the responsibility to
pray big prayers, to believe for miracles, and to trust that the

same power that worked within the apostles is also at work
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within us. We pray for God’s glory to be revealed in powerful
ways, knowing that He is ready to answer prayers that exceed

our wildest imaginations.



Chapter 10: A Prayer for a Miracle
1 Samuel 1:9-11; 2:1-10

he story of Hannah is a timeless and moving account of a woman

driven to prayer by intense sorrow. In a culture where a woman's
worth was often measured by her ability to bear children, Hannah was
barren. To make her heartache even more bitter, her husband, Elkanah,
had another wife, Peninnah, who bore him children. Peninnah would
constantly taunt and torment Hannah, making her life miserable. Every
year, when the family went to the house of the Lord in Shiloh to worship
and sacrifice, Peninnah would provoke Hannah until she wept and could
not eat. This annual pilgrimage to God’s house, which should have been
a source of comfort, became a yearly reminder of her deepest sorrow.
Hannah's anguish was not just a personal sadness; it was a spiritual bur-
den that drove her to seek a miracle from God.

In her bitterness and sorrow, Hannah did what many of us do: she went
to a place of desperation. But unlike many who turn away from God in
their suffering, she went to the house of the Lord and poured out her
soul in prayer. This was not a formal, public prayer. The Bible says she was
"deeply distressed” and wept bitterly. She was in so much anguish that as
she prayed, her lips were moving, but no sound came out. Her prayer was
a silent, heartfelt plea from the depths of her soul. She made a solemn
vow to the Lord: “O LORD of hosts, if you will indeed look on the afflic-
tion of your servant and remember me and not forget your servant, but will
give to your servant a son, then I will give him to the LORD all the days of
his life, and no razor shall touch his head.” She was willing to give back her

most desired blessing to God's service, should He grant her request.
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The priest Eli, who was sitting by the temple doorpost, saw Hannah pray-
ing. He saw her lips moving but heard no sound, and he assumed she
was drunk. In his misunderstanding, he accused her of being drunk with
wine. But Hannah, with a quiet and respectful heart, corrected him. "No,
my lord,” she said, "I am a woman with a sorrowful spirit. I have drunk nei-
ther wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the
LORD."Eli’s response was a simple yet powerful statement of faith: "Go
in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition that you have made to
him." Hannah's demeanor changed instantly. She went her way, ate, and
was no longer sad. Her faith was not in the priest's words, but in the truth
that her prayer had been heard by God. This simple act of surrendering
her heart to God brought a peace that transcended her circumstances,

even before the miracle had occurred.

God remembered Hannah, and in the course of time, she conceived and
gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, which means "beard of God,"
a living testament to her answered prayer. When Samuel was weaned,
Hannah fulfilled her vow. She brought him to the house of the Lord in
Shiloh and presented him to Eli, declaring, "I prayed for this child, and
the LORD has granted me what I asked of him. So now I give him to the
LORD. For his whole life he will be given over to the LORD.”

After she had dedicated her son, Hannah offered a magnificent prayer of
praise. This prayer, found in 1 Samuel 2, is not just a song of personal vic-
tory; it is a declaration of God's character and power. She praised God
for her answered prayer, but her praise was for more than just her son.
She praised God for His holiness, His power, and His justice. "My heart
rejoices in the LORD; in the LORD my horn is lifted high. My mouth
boasts over my enemies, for I delight in your deliverance.” Her prayer cel-
ebrated God's power to completely reverse the circumstances of life: to
humble the proud, to make the barren woman a joyful mother, and to lift

up the poor and needy from the dust.
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Her prayer also contained a remarkable glimpse into the future. It was a
foreshadowing of the coming Messiah. She declared that God would give
“strength to His king and exalt the horn of his anointed,” a term that would
later be used for the coming Messiah. Hannah's personal prayer became
a timeless prophecy, connecting her story to God's ultimate plan of re-
demption. Her prayer, born out of deep personal sorrow, became a uni-
versal song of praise, demonstrating that God hears the cries of the hum-

ble and can turn any tragedy into a triumph for His glory.



Our Responsibility: A Prayer of Sincerity
and Surrender

annah's prayer offers us three critical lessons for our own prayer
lives as New Testament believers.

o The Power of a Sincere, Heartfelt Prayer: Hannah's prayer
was not a loud, public performance. It was a silent, desperate
cry from her soul. This teaches us that the power of prayer is
not in its eloquence or volume, but in its sincerity. We can
come to God just as we are, in our sOrrow and in our
brokenness, and pour out our hearts to Him, knowing that He
hears us. It is the sincerity of our heart, not the perfection of
our words, that God responds to.

¢ The Faith to Praise Before the Miracle: Hannah's faith was so
strong that she found peace and was no longer sad even before
she saw the miracle. This is a powerful model of faith. We are
called to walk by faith and not by sight, to believe in God's
promises even when we cannot see the results. Our prayers of
thanksgiving are not just a reaction to a blessing but a powerful
act of worship that precedes it.

e Surrendering Your Blessing to God: Hannah's greatest desire
was for a child, yet she vowed to give him back to the Lord.
This is the ultimate act of surrender. As New Testament
believers, we are called to surrender our greatest blessings—our
children, our careers, our possessions, our talents—to God's
service. When we hold nothing back and offer our blessings to
Him, we demonstrate that our love for the Giver is greater than
our love for the gift. This surrender opens the door for God to
do even greater things in our lives and to use us in ways we
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could never imagine.

Hannah's journey, from a place of deep despair to a position of joyful sur-
render, is a testament to the fact that God hears our cries and honors our
faith. As New Testament believers, we are called to embrace this same
spirit of sincerity, faith, and surrender, trusting in a God who can turn
our greatest SOIrOws into our most powerful testimonies.



Chapter 11: A Prayer of Humility
Luke 18:9-14

n His final journey to Jerusalem, Jesus was surrounded by a sea of hu-

manity. The dusty roads were filled with the faithful and the curious,
cach person with their own expectations and burdens. As He walked, He
was able to see not only the physical landscape but the spiritual one, dis-
cerning the hearts of those around Him. He saw the self-assured confi-
dence of the religious leaders and the quiet desperation of the marginal-
ized, those who knew they had no claim to righteousness. It was from
this intimate understanding of the human condition that Jesus was
moved to teach. He chose to use a parable to expose the spiritual danger
of pride and to celebrate the spiritual power of humility. He told the sto-
ry of two men who went to the temple to pray. The setting was Jerusalem,
the very heart of Jewish faith, and the two men were from opposite ends

of the religious spectrum: a Pharisee and a tax collector.

The Pharisee represented the epitome of religious devotion. He belonged
to a sect known for their strict adherence to the Law of Moses and their
meticulous observance of every religious custom. When he went to the
temple to pray, he did not approach God with humility. Instead, he stood
by himself, in a place where he could be seen, and offered a prayer of self-
congratulation. God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortion-
ers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. He then listed his good
deeds as a testimony to his own righteousness: I fast twice a week; I give
tithes of all that I get. This was not a prayer of worship; it was a perfor-
mance. His words were directed more to himself and to those around
him than they were to God. He was not asking for mercy or help. He
was declaring his own worthiness and his superiority over others. In his
mind, his religious works had earned him favor with God.
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The tax collector, on the other hand, was an outcast in society. He was
a Jew who worked for the Roman government, often extorting money
from his own people. He was seen as a traitor and a sinner. When he
went to the temple, he did not dare to stand in the front or even lift his
eyes to heaven. He stood at a distance, a posture of genuine unworthi-
ness. He beat his breast in an act of deep sorrow and self-condemnation.
His prayer was not a long, eloquent speech. It was a short, simple, and
honest cry from a broken heart: God, have mercy on me, a sinner! He had
no religious works to boast of. He had no list of good deeds to present to
God. He had nothing but his brokenness and a desperate need for God's
grace. His prayer was a direct appeal to the one thing he knew he need-
ed: mercy.

Jesus then gave His shocking and definitive verdict. The Pharisee, with all
his religious accomplishments, went home unjustified. But the tax col-
lector, with his simple, broken plea, went home justified before God. The
parable ends with a powertul spiritual law: For everyone who exalts him-

self will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.

The power of the tax collector's prayer was not in its length or its elo-
quence. Its power was in its sincerity, its humility, and its utter depen-
dence on God. It teaches us that God is not impressed by our religious
performance but by the condition of our heart. It is a timeless lesson that
the path to God's heart is not paved with our accomplishments but with
our honesty and our brokenness.



Our Responsibility: A Prayer of Sincerity
and Justification

he parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector offers us a timeless

lesson for our own prayer lives as New Testament believers. It re-
minds us of our responsibility to approach God with a heart of humility,
knowing that our justification comes from Him alone.

« Humility is the Foundation: The first lesson is that the most
powerful prayers are born out of a spirit of humility. The
Pharisee's prayer was ineffective because it was rooted in pride.
The tax collector's prayer was effective because it was rooted in
a genuine sense of unworthiness. As New Testament believers,
we have the immense privilege of drawing near to the throne of
grace, but we must do so with a contrite and humble heart. We
do not come to God on the basis of our own righteousness but
on the basis of His great mercy and grace. We are justified not
by what we do, but by what Jesus Christ has done for us.

o Authenticity over Performance: Jesus’s parable teaches us that
God is not impressed by religious showmanship or outward
acts of piety. He looks at the heart. Our responsibility is to be
authentic in our prayer life, to come before God just as we are,
with all our faults and all our failings. We can be completely
honest with Him, knowing that He already knows our hearts
and our deeds. Our prayers should be a sincere conversation,
not a performance for others or for ourselves.

« Justification by Repentance and Faith: The tax collector's
prayer, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner!” is the perfect

expression of repentance. It is the first step toward justification.
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The New Testament teaches that our justification comes by
faith in Jesus Christ, but that faith is always accompanied by
repentance. We repent and are baptized in Jesus' name for the
remission of sins, and we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
This is how we are justified before God. The tax collector’s
simple prayer encapsulates this truth: he was justified because
his heart was right before God. His prayer was the evidence of

a genuine, repentant heart.

The prayer of the tax collector, in its beautiful simplicity, is a living ex-
ample for us today. It teaches us that the path to a restored relationship
with God is paved with humility, honest confession, and a sincere desire
for a transformed heart. As New Testament believers, we have the im-
mense privilege of walking in the reality of the very thing the tax collec-
tor longed for—a clean heart, a renewed spirit, and a purpose to share
that joy with others.



Chapter 12: The Prayer That You Already

Have

he pages of this book have taken us on a journey through some of

the most powerful moments of prayer in all of Scripture. We stood
on Mount Sinai with Moses, witnessed the humility of Solomon, wept
with David, and watched with awe as Elijah called down fire from heav-
en. We have traveled with Jonah, sat with Jesus, and listened to the fer-
vent pleas of Paul and Hannah. These were not just historical events;
they were living examples of what is possible when a human heart con-
nects with a holy God.

The common thread uniting every one of these prayers is a simple, yet

) Y Y y
extraordinary truth: they were all offered by people who were willing to
humble themselves and pour their hearts out to a God who listens. The
power was never in the person; it was always in the one to whom they
prayed. And the good news is that this same power is not relegated to the
past. It is active and available to you today.

A Desire to See His Glory: Every prayer that changed the world began
with a simple desire. Moses had a desire to see God’s people saved. David
had a desire for a clean heart. Elijah had a hunger to see God's glory re-
vealed. You too must have a desire and a hunger to experience God in
your life. This book has shown us that to experience the Shekinah glory
of God—the manifest presence of God—we must first humble ourselves.
We must have a desire to climb the mountain when He calls, leaving the
distractions and demands of the world behind.

The glory that filled Solomon’s temple, the fire that consumed Elijah’s
sacrifice, and the peace that came to Hannah in her sorrow were all a re-
sult of a heart that was willing to humble itself and seek God’s face. This
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humbling is not a weakness; it is the very act that gives God access to our
lives, allowing us to experience His power and presence in ways we never

thought possible.

The Spring Inside of You: In "John 4,' Jesus sat at a well and spoke to
a woman about a different kind of water. He proclaimed that He would
give us "living water," a spring that would bubble up from inside of us and
become "a spring of water welling up to eternal life." This is not a future
promise; it is a reality for every believer. When you repented, were bap-
tized in Jesus' name, and received the gift of the Holy Spirit, you were
given a living spring. You have the living water. You have the power. You
have the Spirit. This well of divine power is inside of you, ready to be re-
leased through a life dedicated to prayer. It is not something you have to
search for; it is something you already have.

The prayers we have explored are not just a list of words to be repeated.
They are an invitation to tap into the living spring that is already within
you. You don’t need to be a prophet, a king, or a religious leader to see
God work. You simply need to have a desire to see His glory and the faith
to release the power He has already given you.



Are you ready to change your life?

he prayers of Moses, Elijah, and the others were not just for them;
they were for the world. Their prayers had a ripple effect that
changed nations and altered the course of history. Now, it is your turn.

The power you have been reading about is not a distant memory. It is a
living, active force that can change your life, your home, your neighbor-
hood, your city, your state, your nation, and your world. The prayers you
pray today, in the silence of your room or in the midst of a crowd, can
move mountains and transform destinies.

The challenge before you are not to become something you are not, but
to become what you already are in Christ. You are a child of God, filled
with His Spirit, and given the authority to call on His name.

So, it is time.

Release the POWER you already have within you and watch as the
Shekinah glory of God—His manifest, dwelling presence—becomes a
tangible reality in your prayer life. Let the living water that is already
within you burst forth, a spring of power ready to change not just your
circumstances, but your world. This is your call. This is your mandate.

62



A Bonus Chapter: A Prayer of
Unimaginable Mercy

here was a time in my life when I had made some bad decisions. Be-

cause of them, I believed there was no way God would forgive me,
much less give me a second life in which I could be a pastor. My ministry
has been shaped by the belief that my radical sin is no match for His rad-
ical grace. It's my desire for you to not live the life of the man who re-
ceived the one talent who was afraid he couldn't measure up but live a life
driven to live in the complete love of God. King Manasseh's story stands
as one of the most powerful testimonies of repentance in all of Scripture.
He was only twelve years old when he began to reign over Judah, and
his reign lasted for fifty-five years. By all accounts, he should have had
great potential. His father was the righteous King Hezekiah, who was
faithful to the house of God. His mother's name, Hephzibah, even
means "my delight’, a testament to her parents' joy in her.

But Manassch chose a path of wickedness that would plunge the nation
of Judah into a spiritual rebellion far worse than any before it. He didn't
simply neglect his father's righteous ways; he systematically reversed
every one of them. He rebuilt the pagan altars that his father had torn
down and erected new ones to the false gods of the nations around them.
He brought the worship of Baal and Asherah, complete with their vile
and sensual rituals, back into the land. He worshiped the "host of heav-
en,’ engaging in a pagan form of astrology and divination, and built al-
tars to these heavenly bodies not just throughout the kingdom, but in
the very courts of the temple itself. He performed the heinous act of fire
sacrifice, making his own sons pass through the fire, giving them to the
pagan gods of the Ammonites in the Valley of Hinnom.
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His wickedness wasn't confined to religious apostasy. Manasseh actively
sought out and consulted mediums, fortune-tellers, and soothsayers,
dabbling in every form of witchcraft. His heart was so darkened that he
shed so much innocent blood that he filled Jerusalem from end to
end. He silenced every voice of conscience and every prophet who dared
to speak out against his evil. He was so arrogant that he lifted himself up
in pride, becoming too important to worship the God who created all
things. His spiritual rebellion culminated in the ultimate act of desecra-
tion: he set up a carved image of the goddess Asherah inside the temple,
a house that God had set apart for Himself alone.

For a long period of his reign, Manassch did wickedly against God. His
heart had become so hardened that God "chose his delusions" and al-
lowed his fears to come upon him. The Assyrian king, a human instru-
ment of God's judgment, sent commanders to capture him. Historical-
ly, the Assyrians were known for their brutal and terrifying treatment
of conquered kings and rulers. Their official records and monumental
reliefs depict horrifying acts of torture, including impaling, flaying, and
mutilation. Defeated kings were often paraded in chains, made to live in
dog kennels, or had their limbs cut off as a spectacle of humiliation. The
typical end for a captured king who resisted Assyrian rule was a public,
gruesome death. Manasseh was bound with bronze shackles and taken to
Babylon, completely at the mercy of his captors.

In this moment of utter despair and humiliation, a powerful change oc-
curred. With nowhere to go and no one to turn to, Manasseh humbled
himself greatly and prayed to the God of his fathers. For all his decades of
wickedness, Manasseh was not too far gone. God heard his sincere prayer
of repentance and, in an act of unimaginable grace, restored him to his
kingdom. This was a direct contrast to what his Assyrian captors were
known for. They would have tormented him until his death, but God, in
His mercy, saved him. Upon his return, Manasseh immediately made his
relationship with God and the house of God a priority once again. He



THE MANDATE TO PRAY 65

tore down all the pagan altars he had built and commanded the people
to worship the one true God.



Our Responsibility: The Abundance of
God's Mercy

P 1 anasseh's story is a powerful testament to the New Testament
truth that salvation is not based on works, but on God's rich mer-

cy.

« No One Is Too Far Gone: Manasseh's story is a beacon of
hope for anyone who believes they have gone too far or
committed too much sin to be saved. He was a wicked king
who sacrificed his own children, yet God's mercy was so great
that He heard a single, sincere prayer of repentance and
restored him completely. The truth is that God desires all men
to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.

« A New Creation: Manasseh's life was a complete spiritual U-
turn. He was given a second chance, not on the basis of his
works, but as a gift of God's grace. The Bible tells us that we are
"His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works".
Manasseh's life demonstrates this beautifully—he was created
anew for good works after his repentance.

« The God Who Hears All: Manasseh's prayer teaches us that
there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus. He is rich in mercy to all who call upon
Him. The promise is clear: "Whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord shall be saved". Manasseh's prayer was a call
for mercy, and God responded with unimaginable grace. It is a
reminder that no matter what we have done, we can come to

God with a repentant heart, and He will hear us and save us.
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